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A Level Music Assessment Guidance for 2022 
The coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic has continued to impact education through loss of 
learning time, school closures, and remote teaching. Ofqual consulted widely before 
publishing outcomes in August 2020 for the summer 2021 series. Following re-
consultation in May 2021, Ofqual have confirmed that changes made to the non-exam 
assessment (NEA) for 2021 will carry over to the summer 2022 examination series, and 
consequently those changes will apply to the assessment of our A level Music qualification 
(2016). This document is intended to fully explain those agreed changes to NEA, and to 
assist teachers in preparing learners for the 2022 series. It will cover changes to each of 
the two NEA components, explaining the rationale behind them and how they might 
impact on teaching and learning. 

Changes carried forward for summer 2022 
assessment
Component 1: Performing 

• The overall minimum time of the music performed is reduced from 8 minutes to 3
minutes. Performances can be recorded at any point in the academic year. If
necessary, because of national or regional lockdowns, video performances can be
submitted. These changes are for summer 2022 only.

Component 2: Composing 
• Only one free composition will be assessed. This composition must have a

minimum length of 3 minutes. Briefs Assessing Technique will not be required in
2022. These changes are for summer 2022 only.

Component 1: Performing
Clarification of the carried forward Ofqual requirements 
With regards to Performance Assessment, the carried forward Ofqual modifications from 
2021 to 2022 are to require students to perform one or more pieces of music with a 
combined minimum duration of at least 3 minutes. Candidates are still required to submit a 
complete and unedited recording of the live performance and, where available, the score 
or lead sheet for that performance. Ofqual allowed awarding organisations to have this 
component marked by the teacher and moderated by the awarding organisation or to be 
examined as currently. Ofqual also allowed organisations to review the period in which the 
Performance Assessment can be undertaken. 
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These changes acknowledge the fact that there has been, and often remains, 
considerable disruption to learners’ instrumental/vocal tuition. Additionally, their 
opportunity to perform, as individuals or in ensembles, has been curtailed and is currently 
only permissible under strict guidelines. The reduction in performance length means that 
learners have less music to prepare and also that they will not require as much stamina to 
sustain the length of performance. 

How these changes apply to Pearson Edexcel A level Music for 2022: 
The required minimum performance length will be reduced from 8 minutes to 3 minutes. In 
addition, the recording can take place at any point in this academic year, but it must still 
be with the examiner by the 15th of May 2022. The recording can also be in a video format 
with the teacher present, to ensure authentication, if a normal recital cannot be held 
because of national or regional lockdown. These changes are for summer 2022 only. 

If a video is being submitted, then it is the centre’s responsibility to ensure that the audio 
quality is sufficient to allow marking to take place. Centres should only submit either a 
video or audio recording for each candidate. If both audio and video are submitted an 
examiner will use the audio for marking purposes. 

In all other respects, this component presently (September 2021) will be identical to other 
normal examination series (E.g. 2019). It will remain examined rather than moderated. 
This is because the process of standardising all centres through training, and the marking 
process itself, would be an additional burden on teachers’ time. By using an experienced 
team of standardised examiners the assessment will retain its integrity and fairness to all. 
Furthermore, integrity is retained by the requirements to perform to a live audience of at 
least the teacher, and that the materials must reach the examiner by the 15th of May 2022. 
Learners can still choose to perform as a soloist and/or part of an ensemble. The 
application of the mark scheme will remain consistent with previous series and a sliding 
scale of penalties will be applied for under-length performances. The recital will be 
marked out of 40, using the same mark scheme as has been applied to previous awarding 
body assessed series, and scaled due to the difficulty level of the performance to give a 
mark out of 60. The penalty table to reflect the new minimum assessment time can be 
found at the end of this document.

Additional advice 
Within the 3 minutes of music, learners can perform one or more pieces of music. There is 
no advantage in performing more than one and no requirement to produce a balanced 
programme. Teachers are advised to encourage learners to perform music that shows off 
their strengths and musicianship. 

Allowing performances to be recorded at any time during the academic year 2021-2022, 
opening the window for recording by six months, should help to ensure that all learners 
are able to submit work for this component. Recitals can be recorded complete on several 
occasions and the best, unedited, one submitted.
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Component 2: Composing 
Clarification of the carried forward Ofqual requirements 
With regards to Composition assessment, the carried forward Ofqual modifications from 
the summer 2021 examination series to the summer 2022 examination series are to 
require students to compose one or more pieces of music with a combined minimum 
duration of at least three minutes. Compositions may be in response to an awarding 
organisation set brief and/or freely composed. The requirement to produce a recording 
and a score (or equivalent) remain. Ofqual allowed awarding organisations to have this 
component marked by the teacher and moderated by the awarding organisation or to be 
examined as currently. 

How these changes apply to Pearson Edexcel A level Music for 2022: 
The required minimum composition length will reduce from six minutes to three minutes. 
This will be a single free composition only. Pearson Edexcel will not produce suggested 
composition briefs and there will be no Briefs Assessing Technique. If a candidate wishes 
to submit a live performance of their composition this can be recorded in the centre, or if 
circumstances don’t allow for candidates to be in a centre, it can be recorded on a video 
conferencing platform between candidate/performers and the Teacher Assessor. The 
Teacher Assessor must arrange the call and make an unedited recording of the 
composition. Where circumstances don't allow for the candidate to complete the work at 
their centre, the teacher is permitted to use remote supervision to ensure candidates 
abide by the rules of the assessment when working remotely away from the centre. 
These changes are for summer 2022 only. 

This component will remain examined rather than moderated. This is because the 
process of standardising all centres through training, and the marking process itself, 
would be an additional burden on teachers’ time. By using an experienced team of 
standardised examiners the assessment will retain its integrity and fairness to all. The 
requirement for the materials to reach the examiner by the 15th of May 2022 remains. The 
application of the mark scheme will remain consistent with previous series and a sliding 
scale of penalties will be applied for under-length compositions. The composition will be 
marked out of 40, using the same mark scheme as previous series. The penalty table to 
reflect the new minimum assessment time can be found at the end of this document.

Additional advice 
The three assessment grids in the specification will still be used to assess the single free 
composition submitted. Teachers and learners should note that grid two assesses 
response to audience and occasion. Experience suggests that the most successful 
compositions identify the intended audience and occasion in some detail, rather than just 
saying “a public concert

 
” or similar. If the brief is not specifi

 
 ict is difficult fo

 
r  the examine

 
r 
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to determine if the learner's response to the brief is ambitious and creative, or mature 
and confident, as required for the highest assessment levels. The learner has failed to 
demonstrate full awareness of audience and occasion, which is a significant element 
of the specification. Learners can use previous A Level and AS Level briefs for 
guidance, or even use them directly for compositions in the summer 2022 examination 
series if they wish to. 

Similarly it should be noted that grid two also expects a variety of moods, so learners 
should recognise that compositions exploring a single mood are unlikely to achieve the 
highest levels. This will still apply when the composition is only three minutes in length. 
The decision not to assess Briefs Assessing Technique in summer 2022 
acknowledges several factors: 
• Technical tasks require a significant amount of teaching time and much teaching time

has been lost due to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.

• These briefs are released on 1st April and at this distance, it is impossible to predict
the national and/or regional situation in April and May 2022, which might impact on the
safe release and fair completion of these tasks.

• The measures put in place for public safety in schools have put enormous pressure on
space in schools. In addition, some pupils are likely to be in isolation or working at
home for periods of time. These reasons might prevent the effective application of
controlled conditions in some centres or for some candidates.

Some centres may have spent time on preparation for the Briefs Assessing Technique, 

and this work will not be wasted if learners are encouraged to apply what they have 

learnt to show technical control in their free composition, as assessed in grid three.

Component 3: Appraising 
Ofqual Requirements 
The Ofqual consultation on NEA in May 2021 does not relate to this component and 

therefore presently (September 2021) remains unchanged.  

Recent updates to support materials for both question 5 and 6 can be found on the 

qualification page under course materials, or through the on demand training section of 

the Pearson website.  

Support
If you have any further queries, please contact Jeffery Hole, Subject Advisor, using the 

Pearson Contact Portal, the Pearson Music Community, or directly using either 

teachingmusic@pearson.com or the phone number 03444632935. 

https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/qualification-contactus
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/group/0F90N000000kGddSAE/music


Mark penalty tables for submissions not meeting the minimum assessment time 

Component 1: Performance and Component 2: Composition 

The minimum assessment time is 3 minutes. The following table should be applied for any work that is 
below the minimum assessment time. 

Total time of the performance or 
composition (minutes and seconds) 

Percentage applied to final mark 

2:55 to 2:59 96.88% 
2:50 to 2:54 93.75% 
2:45 to 2:49 90.63% 
2:39 to 2:44 87.50% 
2:33 to 2:38 84.38% 
2:27 to 2:32 81.25% 
2:22 to 2:26 
2:16 to 2:21 

78.13% 
75.00% 

2:10 to 2:15 71.88% 
2:04 to 2:09 68.75% 
1:59 to 2:03 65.63% 
1:53 to 1:58 62.50% 
1:47 to 1:52 59.38% 
1:41 to 1:46 56.25% 
1:36 to 1:40 53.13% 
1:30 to 1:35 50.00% 
1:25 to 1:29 46.88% 
1:20 to 1:24 43.75% 
1:14 to 1:19 40.63% 
1:09 to 1:13 37.50% 
1:03 to 1:08 34.38% 
0:57 to 1:02 31.25% 
0:52 to 0:56 28.13% 
0:46 to 0:51 25.00% 
0:40 to 0:45 21.88% 
0:34 to 0:39 18.75% 
0:29 to 0:33 15.63% 
0:23 to 0:28 12.50% 
0:17 to 0:22 9.38% 
0:11 to 0:16 6.25% 
0:06 to 0:10 3.13% 
0:00 to 0:05 0.00% 
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